SCHOOLS DEVELOP NEW APPROACHES	163
been the development of graded literature to be used in teach-
ing specific knowledges and skills needed on improvement
projects. For example, instructions are given for repairing or
building screens, clothes and dish closets, tables, water sys-
tems, or entire houses.
Teachers in schools assisting in experimenting with the
approach have developed literature suited to their own com-
munity and grade level and have proved its efficiency by using
the materials to direct actual home improvement projects.
The plan is somewhat as follows. In the first grade, the
family and the care of each room in the house is talked about;
the children build a sandbox yard and house, and practice
keeping the classroom tidy and clean. In the second grade,
materials that go into building a home are studied, and mod-
ern homes under construction are visited. The third grade
concentrates on preparing places for the children to keep
their lunches during the morning, or on making the room at-
tractive in other ways. In the fourth grade emphasis is on
how the house should suit the daily needs of the people living
in it, and this study is correlated with a study of houses in
other lands. In the fifth and sixth grades, the housing of the
particular school community is made the basis of studying
ways in which each child's home can be made more suitable
for his family.4 Beginning with the seventh grade, greater
differentiation occurs between the projects undertaken by
bpys and girls, the boys continuing with heavier construction
projects and the girls making more detailed study of room
furnishings and housekeeping.
The incomes of the families in each community are a major
consideration, and projects are selected which will ease the
family's daily work in the home, and give them more leisure
and comforts.
The studies are progressively more difficult and extend
through the twelfth grade, where the topic for the year is the
theme "Improving Houses to Improve the Community."
4 Leon N. Henderson, Florida Program for tlie Improvement of ScfeooJs:
Housing in AH tlie Grades—Teadiers Guide for 1942-43, Part HI.

